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' Reform 3 in Scotland. 


7 8 VIE is, 1 my path : 4 ja. 45 6 55 „ 18 Fo 
132 People of Scotland the real ſituation of this natſon ze i 
- Infant; and to point out, to the belt of. my Per hee 


Py their cauſes of fear, and their ſources of hope. 


ſtances which have attended the French Revolution, to cry 
„Tbeſe Letters were written by Colonel Maclesd; Burhig tis: lite vlt 0 


. ._ duced an. extraordinary effect in aroufingand animating the pee ple do the 
Ceauſe in which they have ſo generally engaged. They: as og tracſmitted _- 
3 te us by the kindneſs of our Fienda in Scotland, as proper 104 
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Chairman of the Aſſociation Ge dem 4 


Kc 6 They were publiſhed by. the Societies for Naforim theres aud pre 
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+." Great advantage has been taken of ſame unhappy cireuns I # 


A 
. a 


© down the cauſe of Reform i in this Cans, z the deftrudtion 
of a deſpotic throne has been-repreſented as a probable pre- 
cedent for the demolition of a limited Monarchy; the ex- 
tinction of the moſt degenerated ſet of nobles that ever ex- 
iſted in any kingdom, has been ſtated as the forerunner of the 
ruin of Hur reſpectable Peerage; the cruelties which have 
been committed at Paris by a few execrable ruffians, have 
been imputed to the whole French nation; and we are now 
; 4 © inſulted with affected apprehenſions that ſimilar atrocities 
may be expected in the capitals of London and Edinburgh. 
Hiſtory, however, without affronting France, furniſhes 
me, by a long chain of events, with this pleafing truth, that 
1 3 in all our national convulſions, though blood has been ſhed 
: _ profuſely i in the field, ſometimes too laviſhly on the ſcaffold, 
yet never have we been tainted with the crimes of popular 
executions or aſſaſſinations. The national character, I truſt, | 
is hot changed; the ſame firmneſs, regulated by juſtice ; the - 
fame valour, chaſtened by tenderneſs; the ſame boldneſs in 
= the cauſe of freedom, ſoftened by mercy, which dignified our 
| anceſtors are, I truſt, ſtill the inborn virtues of their poſte- 
rity. Let, then, the people judge of thoſe men who ſtigma- 
EE tie them with the oppoſite qualities; who poiſon the Royal 
A * + 8 with inſinuations of diſaffection; who alarm the nobility 
in groundleſs fears of annihilation; and who frighten the 
5 people with bugbears of maſſacres and confuſion. 
Such is the policy of the preſent day; and, to the diſgrace | 
Ef the underſtanding of the public, it has been wonderfully 
ſucceſsful in South Britain. No man, who is not deeply in- 
tereſted 1 in corruption, denies, that a reform of the repreſenta- 
tion of the people in Parliament is deſirable; but the people 
e told, that they are not to be truſted at this juncture 
with their own concerns; that France is fo free that Britain 
=. will defire to be 00 free; and that they muſt wait till it ſuits 
the convenience of their governors to remedy the defects of 
- the government. = 
12 Another and dangerous idea ſeems to be now abroad that 
3 dhe Public is in a fever; that it is, therefore, neceſſary to phy 
e ness purſe, and bleed its body of a war; and that the cans 
iotion cannot be preſerved unleſs the people are reduced 
and debilitated.: Now I cannot conceive a more diabolical ö 
propoſſition than this; your ſtrength is to be taken from you. 
hat, like a 9 85 BR: minis WE; you um DAL, Sn MAL | 
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The great body of men in Bgld are not ſo well in- 


ſtructed in the nature of government as their fellow ſubjects 
in Scotland. Reading is not ſo general, and their grievances 


are not ſo great. Farmers, manufacturers, artizans, and, in 


ſhort, moſt deſeriptions of men, may have in England ſome 
voice in the election of their repreſentatives; in Scotland, 


never and this cruel difference of ſituation is well known to 1 


our ſtateſmen. 
HFaving now ſhewn you the dark fide of the picture, it is 


time to look at the brighter part of it. Knowledge is in a 
ſtate of the moſt rapid progreſſion; and all the endeavours to 
ſuppreſs its diffuſion tend, like preſſure upon a ſpring, to en- 


creaſe its force and energy. I particularly rejoice that , 
countrymen of every rank are well informed; and it has been 

my proud boaſt in diſtant climes, that I could ſcarcely meet 
with a farmer or tradeſman in Scotland, with whom I. could 
not enjoy a rational, inſtructive, and well- ſupported conver= 
ation. Such a people are marked by the finger of God ta 
poſſeſs, ſooner or later, the fulleſt ſhare of liberty which is 
compatible with tht order and thoſe inſtiturions which form 

the baſis of well regulated communities. Reform may be 
combated, and will be combated, by men of great talents im 
high ſituations; but no talent and no ſituations, can long 


reſiſt the natural progreſs of human reaſon, directed and 


urged forward by the ſtrongeſt feelings of the human heart. 


There is in this country a man ſeemingly formed by the, 
Almighty goodneſs for its ſalvation at this moſt dangerous cri- 
fis, Genius, eloquence, truth, courage, and patriotiſm have 
choſen his breaſt for their favourite. reſidence; the gentleſt, 


but the ſtrongeſt and moſt benevolent affections, reign. in his 
heart: he loves the people with» the moſt ardent 15 


and a life of the greateſt political activity and celebrity thakæ 
ever diſtinguiſhed any ſtateſman has been ſpeat in the 1 


he knows their intereſts deeply, largely, and 2 expe- 
rience of every attack which can be made on the 


tion has furniſhed him with the moſt powerful ds o 


defence ; and his abilities, his fortitude, and his endurance, 
are now in their fulleſt vigour. There is a melagehe po, I 
fibjlity, but, thank God! no probable proſpect, eie S 

ls age or his health, that Providence, as a puniſhmenr-for- 


our 3 4 ſnatch this man from the * people. WHOM. Aa 


onſtitu- | 


* 
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and moſt perſevering ſtruggles for their liberties and Welfare; 
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loves: if a misfortune ſo much to be deprecated by evety ra- 


= u 
<0 
„ « 
” 8 : 
9 * ) 
FE 
* 
9 3 * 
* . 
— 
* * 
q V 2 
+ y 
1 * 2 
„ 
* 
9 
* 
. 3 
1 5 
5 
1 
1 
"ROY 
ov 
* 
Ex 
1 3-4 
r 
3 
9 


comfort to know that there exiſts, © Spes altera Romæ; There 
is a younger man, endowed with power which God rarely 
5 beſtows, and which he generally intends for the greateſt and 
- moſt beneficial purpoſes. To talents of the higheſt order, 
he unites induſtry, perſeverance, and an unquenchable thirſt 
of knowledge; he has drank in the richeſt fountains of po- 


loſophy of liberty; and its divineſt doctrines come amended 
from his tongue. Mankind muſt rejpice that this man is one 
of; the firſt authors, and beſt ſupporters of the Aſſociation of 


1: the Friends of the People. 


= ſelves. If, by a ſudden volition of the Deity, every member 
of the preſent Legiflature were at once annihilated, the peo- 
ple of Great Britain would till remain; abilities, virtue, 
learning, would ſtill be extant, and the ſecurity and happi- 
= ack of the many might be ſtill preſerved. | x 


- \ * 
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eit confirmation and elucidation from the exiſtence of thoſe 
numerous allociations which have lately been unwittingly 


= formed under the patronage of his Majeſty's Miniſters for 
the ſupport of their ill-gotten power. They have invited 


men to aſſemble, on ſtrange and novel principles, indeed; 
put it is impoſſible that men fo aſſembled, and ſtruck into 
frequent colliſion, ſhould not ſoon diſcera the ſpark of truth. 
n every club there mult be ſome leaders; to theſe leaders 
there muſt be ſome opponents: eack mult ſtudy, each muſt 
e faculties and energies of the human mind; ſo that T 


aur, from the moſt deſperate attempts againſt re- 
iss foal and complete ſucceſs. = 


ba 
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dermit me now to offer my humble, but ſincere advice to 


the people of Scotland at this critical juncture. My he 

25 EX * * b ' | | 48. 3 Wit. 
—antereſtz—To them, my time, my fortune, my lite are: 
= Moas Jie conſcia recti: - even reputationy the moſt temp- 


ie of my country. 
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tional inhabitant of theſe kingdoms ſhould arrive, it is yet a 


Jitical ſciener; his mind is ſtored with the moſt genuine phi- 


But, fir, great as are the hopes which we may entertain 
rom the exertions of ſuch men as I have been deſeribing, 
the people have {till a ſtronger reliance, that is upon them 


E This incontrovertible truth will probably receive the ſtiong- 


bas led me to employ my beſt faculties in nin their cal 


. 
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for no reward but that firſt of enjoyments, 


gdenerous minds, is light to me compared with 


ar 


1 
5 By violence you can do nothing; by conſtitutional pa- 
a | tictice and endeavours you will accompliſh all your objects. 
* The Engliſh mind is now awakened to the ener of Scot- 
; land and Ireland; and the moſt abject followers of the Mi- 
| niſtry now'confefs that ſome attention muſt be paid to theſe 
countries. I cannot, however, diſguiſe from you the dif-: 
ferent predicaments in which they ſtand: Ireland is a be, 
man, who has demanded; Scotland 1 is enfeebled, 'and 
ſupplicate. We are not now that nation which coped. with 
the Edwards and Henrys; we are diſarmed; we are not 
truſted with the defence of our lives, of our property, of our 
wives, and of our children. Our valour, a gift beftawed on 
us pre-eminently by our Maker, may be walted in foreign 
zuarrels, but we are conſidered in the ſcale of nations as hits $7 
tle better than a conquered province. If Scotland, at any: 
time, teſtifies a ſenſe of her degraded ſituation; if her ſenſi 


militia of England is inſtantly arrayed by proclamation 
| againſt ideal Scotch inſurrections. Oh! magnanimous mi- 
niſtry, are you not ready to march your armed forces againſt 
5 a defenceleſs people? But you are not aware, that we have 
| more formidable arms than cannons or muſquets; not the 
5 air-drawn daggers of Mr. Burke, but the fhield of Jagicc, : 
and the fword of Reaſon. March your ſtanding army, march 
your militia into the heart of Scotland; my countrymen will 
, greet them with peace and welcome—with hoſpitalicꝝ and 
fraternity: they will receive them into their houſes, Pi 
communicate to them the ki:owledge of thoſe enden 
are eſſential to the happineſs of mankind, 
The Conſtitution of Great Britain, though ſlid from it 


guilty of that vile adulation which ſtares it as the pe 
of human wiſdom, (a Conſtitution which admits of unbound- 
ed expence—under which the Nation has been involved in 

ſuch frequent, and ſuch diſaſtrous wars; cannot be the pet- 
fection 15 human wiſdom) yet I readily admit that its fem 
: ire; and that it needs but a few repairs to attain t 


5 ee oy 
mag however, \complerely hoſtile a and teſt 
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ſis, is moſt undoubtedly excellent. Although Jcannet be 
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bility ſeems to wink at the moſt ſtabbing inſulrs; if her rea- 1 
fon demands relief- from the moſt oppreſſive: grievances, the 


Br ecellence of which the frail works of may: arg 3 = 
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Friends of the People in Britain. ; 2 1 | 
tu an Addreſs to us from the United Iriſhmen of Dublin, 


* 


and entirely repugnant to its very nature and eſſence, have 


: been lately maintained, and they have hitherto not met with 


the reprobation which they deſerve. This monſtrous idea 
has. been propoſed :—* That the Conſtitution of England 


knows no ſuch thing as the People: that it recogniſes the 
King as the ſole Sovereign Lord of all—it acknowledges the 


two Houſes of Parliament as parts of the Legiſlature— 


that theſe three eſtates form the Nation and that the Con- 
ſtitution knows nothing of the reſt of the inhabitants of this 


| 
q 


country, as a Nation, or as a People.” 


Were theſe really the maxims of the Conſtitution, would | 


indeed be time to tear it from its foundations; for a,worſe 
could not ariſe in its ſtead: but ſuch aſſertions are falſe and 
libellous. The Conſtitution, as eſtabliſhed by its fundamen- 


tal laws, maintains, that all Sovereignty is derived from the 
People that all the powers lodged in the King, Lords, and 

Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, proceed from the People, 
and ought to be exerciſed only for their good. 


It is ridiculouſly argued by thoſe men who ſupport this 
glaring abſurdity of the non-exiſtence of the People in the 


Britiſh Conſtitution, that there is no definition in any law 
book of the thing, or word People; as if the being of man- 
= Kind depended on the metaphyſics, or ſubtleties of lawyers. 

But, to filence theſe arguers for ever, I will now furniſh 


= them with as eloquent, as conciſe, and as perſpicuous a defi- 
. nition of the word and thing 5 People, as ver was given of 
of che objects of the ſcience of Government; and to me 
i is doubly valuable and dear,, as it comes from a body of 
pen in Ireland, diſtinguiſhed by the love of Liberty, and 


cloſely united in the Tame gforious cauſe of Reform with the 


kx we be aſked, Who are the People? We turn not our 


* = 


1% eyes here and there, to this party, or to that perſuaſion, and 


ery, © Lo, the People; but we look around us without pars 


ele on, and we anſwer, © The multitude of 


© Human Beings, the Irving maſs of Humanity, aſſociated e 
, and to be happy. In them, and in them on- 


ac, or ſobfiſt, and to „ and 
diu the original of ſocial authority, the meaſure 
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all the beſt principles of this juſtly boaſted Conſtitution, 
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it to be THE RIGHT OF THE | PEOPLE or iin 


of political value, and the pedeſtal of legitimate power. 


With grief, I obſerve, that ſince I went to London to at- 


tend my duty in Parliament, the friends of Adminiſtration, 
in conjunction with ſome timid and feeble minded men, have 
thrown impediments and delay in the progreſs of a bill care 
fully digeſted and greatly approved by the united wiſdom of 


the Gentry of Scotland, for the correction of the laws of 


Election in the Counties. A principle, or rather a mpſt de- 
teſtable prejudice, ſeems to pervade our higher ranks-ar pre- 


ſent; that whatever is given to the people, is taken from thę 
government. I muſt, therefore, ſubmit in the mean time t 


this delay; but T pledge myſelf to the middle order of Land- 
holders in Scotland, that while I have a heart to feel, à tongue 


to utter, or a friend to beſeech, I will never abandon thejr ob⸗ 


ject. 


heard it ſaid, with matchlefs effrontery, in the Houſe of 


Commons, that no ſtatues would be erected in Scotland to 
this admirable perſon, for his ſteady, ſplendid, and\generous 3 
efforts in behalf of the people; but I have lived-to fee the 
ſtatues, or effigies of this hard champion and bold affertor, 


ſuffer all the indignities which could be ſuggeſted by the cold 


eſt contempt, or warmeſt indignation of his countrymen. Here 
however, let me deprecate all ſuch proceedings in fut 
violences of every kind only ſtrengthen our enemies, and eg 


The People are the Sovereigns in every ſtate; they have. a ni@nT to 
EHANGE. THE, FORM OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, and A RIGHT TO CASHIERS 
THEIR GOVERNORS FOR MISCONDUCT, as the people of this country ca 
hai the Second for miſcondut z not by a Parliament or any regular-form 
known to the Conſtitution, but by a Convention ſpeaking the ſenſe of the 
E : that Convention produced a Parliament and à King. They elefted Wik _ 
iam to a vacant Throne, not only ſetting afide James, whom they nap jverLy © 
FASHIERED FOR MISCONDUCT, but his innocent ſon. Again, her 3 
the Houle of Brunſwick, not individually but by dynaſty, and that dynaſty to 
. . Fontinue while the terms and conditions on which it was algen N fulfilled, 
po #0-longer. He could not admit the right to do all this but by e 
ledging the ſoyereignty of the ProPLE as PARAMOUNT; TO ALE OTH 
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Laws. But it had been ſaid, by Mr. Burke, Although we had ones 
eiſed this power, we had in the very act of exerciſing it, renounced. it ne 
Me had neither renqunced it, nor if we had been ſo diſpoſed; was facha re ns 
- Punciation in our power. We elected firſt an individaaly then a. dyvaliy 
vnd, laſtly, paſſed an Act of Parliament in the reign of deen Anne, declaring 24 
M rotho sf 
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A beam of ſatisfaction now breaks upon my mind. —The 
cauſe of the cities and burghs will be ſoon reſumed by that 
enlightened genius to whom they are already bound by the 
ſtrongeſt ties of gratitude; Strange it is to tell, but I hae 
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bach 2 of popular notice, confer a ern beyong, the 
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R. axe faid t0- be arrayed againſt the E Poor; bur b 
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e ſuffering venerate the Conſtitution $3 it 15 * ſearch | 
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